Fastest Growing Occupations Handout Teacher’s Key
Directions: Use Table 3, Fastest Growing Occupations 2000-2010 to answer the following questions.

1. Of the thirty occupations listed on the table, how many of them are in the medical or scientific field?   17 
Personal and home care aides

Medical assistants

Physician assistants

Medical records and health information technicians

Home health aides

Physical therapist aides

Occupational therapist aides

Physical therapist assistants

Audiologists
Veterinary assistants and laboratory animal caretakers

Occupational therapist assistants

Veterinary technologists and technicians

Speech-language pathologists

Mental health and substance abuse social workers

Dental assistants

Dental hygienists

Pharmacy technicians

2. What percent of the occupations are in the medical/scientific field?    57%
3. Of the thirty occupations listed on the table, how many of them are in the technology or computer field? 11 
Computer software engineers, applications
Computer and information systems managers 
Medical records and health information technicians
Computer systems analysts

Database administrators

Desktop publishers

Network systems and data communications analysts

Network and computer systems administrators

Computer software engineers, systems software

Computer support specialists

Computer software engineers, applications

4. What percent of the listed occupations are in the computer field? 37%
5. What percent of the listed occupations require some level of on-the-job training? 30%

6.  What percent of the listed occupations require an advanced degree, either a master’s or a  

     doctoral degree?  13%

7.  What percent of the occupations require a bachelor’s degree? 30%
8.  What percent of the occupations require either a postsecondary vocational award or an  

      associate degree? 27%

9.  What percent of the occupations rank in each the following earnings categories?


1=very high ($39,700 and over) = 43%   


2=high ($25,760 to $39,660) = 20%

3=low ($18,500 to $25,760) = 27%

4=very low (up to $18,490) = 10%
10. Which occupation had the highest number of workers in 2000? Home health aids

        How many workers? 615, 000
11. Which occupation had the lowest number of workers in 2000? 
        Occupational therapist aides
        How many workers? 9,000

12. Which occupation is projected to have the highest number of workers in 2010? 
        Computer  support specialists 

       How many workers? 996,000
